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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HARTLEY. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Public  Health  Department , 
1,  The  Ty thing, 

Worcester . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Hartley  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year  1949. 


The  report  is  divided  into  the  following  sections 


Section 

A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 
of  the  area. 

Section 

E. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  area. 

Section 

c. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  area. 

Section 

D. 

Housing. 

Section 

E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Section 

F. 

Prevalence  of  and  control  over 
Infectious  Disease. 

SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  rural  district  of  Hartley,  comprising  52,838  acres, 
is  predominantly  agricultural  in  character  and  lies  to  the 
West  of  the  city  of  Worcester.  .  The  River  Temc  running  from 
West  to  cast  divides  the  district  into  two  parts. 

Of  the  27  parishes  in  the  area,  only  North  Hallow  and 
St.  John  in  Bedwardinc  have  a  population  of  more  than  1,000. 

The  chief  industry  is  agriculture  and  the  district  is  one 
of  the  most  important  fruit  and  hop  growing  areas  in  the  country. 
Each  year  the  hop  picking  season  attracts  large  numbers  of  people 
to  the  district  and  these  come  mainly  from  the  Black  Country. 

The  health  of  your  district  continues  to  be  good  and  vital 
statistics  for  the  year  arc  given  in  the  following  tables. 


1. 


2. 


Section  A.  (Continued) 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA  (CONTINUED ) . 


Area  in  acres .  52,838 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (idt  April,  195°) 

according  to  Rate  Book .  3,4&4 

Rateable  Value .  £37, 41° 

Sum  represented  by  one  penny  rate .  ^153 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident 

population  (mid  1949) .  11,530 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Males . 

Females . 

Total . 

Live  Births. 

Legitimate . 

Illegitimate . 

.  113 

.  4 

99 

8 

212 

12 

Birth  Rate  for  1,000  c 
Birth  Rate  for  England 

stimated  Population. . . . 
and  Wales  for  the  same 

period .... 

19.42 

16.70 

Males .  Females.  Total , 


Still  Births. 

Legitimate .  4  -  4 

Illegitimate .  -  - 


Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population .  0,35 

Rate  per  1,000  England  and  Wales .  0.39 


Deaths  . 

From  all  causes 


Males .  Females .  Total . 

78  67  145 


Rate  per  1,000  estirmted  population . 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales . 

M  lies .  Females . 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

of  Age 

Legitimate .  5  3 

Illegitimate .  -  - 


12.57 

11.70 

Total, 


8 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Year .  35.7 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

for  the  same  period .  32 


Deaths  from  Special  Causes. 

.-•Deaths  from  Cancer . 

Deaths  from  Measles . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough . 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  ago  ) 

2. 


1249. 

20 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Females 


3. 

Causes  of  Death  as  classified,  by  the  Registrar  General, 

Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid  Fevers .  - 

Cerebro-spinal  fever .  - 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Whooping  Cough . 

Diphtheria . .  . 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System .  2  l 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis .  2  ~ 

Syphilitic  Diseases .  -  - 

Influenza .  - 

Measles .  -  - 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  &  polio-encephalitis . 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis .  1  - 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  &  oesophagus;  uterus...  1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum . 3 

Cancer  of  Breast .  -  2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites .  6  8 

Diabetes . -  1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions .  6  9 

Heart  diseases .  26  24 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system .  2  4 

Bronchitis .  3  - 

Pneumonia .  4  1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases .  1  - 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum .  1  - 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years .  -  - 

Appendicitis . .  ...  1  - 

Other  digestive  diseases .  -  1 

Nephritis .  1  3 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis .  -  - 

Other  maternal  causes .  -  1 

Premature  birth .  2  - 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injury  and 

infantile  diseases .  2  3 

Suicide . 1  - 

Road  Traffic  accidents .  1 

Other  violent  causes .  3  “ 

All  other  causes .  9  9 


3. 


4. 

SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  .AREA . 

1 .  Public  Health  Staff  of  the  Authority. 

Margaret  C,  Fell,  M.B,,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  D.C.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A.  L.  Pratt,  C.S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A., 

Chief  Sanitary  Officer  and  Building  Surveyor. 

f.  F.  Acres,  M.S.I.A.,  A. R. San. I., 

Additional  Sanitary  Officer. 

Miss  B.  E.  Stone,  (left  October,  1949) 

Shorthand  Typist  and  Clerk. 

Mrs.  B.  Kirk,  (started  November,  1949) 

Shorthand  Typist  and  Clerk. 

H.  G.  Dew, 

Assistant  Rodent  Officer. 


2.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  194&* 
(Part  III),  the  following  services  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council :*-» 

( a )  Ambulance  Service . 

(b )  Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting  Service. 

.  Seven  district-  nurse -midwives  work  in  tho  Rural 
District.  They  attend  maternity  cases  and  cases 
of  general  illness  and  in  most  instances  they  carry 
out  the  duties  of  Health  Visitor  for  their  district. 

(c )  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

t 

Vaccinations  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
can  be .undertaken,  free • of -charge, " by  the  patient’s 
own  doctor,  or  at  one  of  tho  County  Council's  clinics. 

(d )  Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers,  ?.nd  Young  Children. 

The  district  is  served  by  the  County  Council’s 
ante-natal  clinics  at  Worcester,  Malvern,  and 
Stourport-on-Scvern,  and  by  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 
.at  Worcester,  Hallow,  Broadhcath,  Areloy  Kings, 

Great  Witley  and  Clif ton-on -Temo ,  The  County 
Council's  Mobile  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  visits 
Martley  and  the  Leigh  and  Bransford  districts  at 
.intervals . 


3 .  Hospitals . 

The  district  is  served  by  general  hospitals  in  Worcester 
and  Kidderminster, 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  are  admitted  to 
Newtown  Isolation  Hospital,  Worcester. 

Maternity  cases  can  be  admitted  to  the  Lucy  Baldwin  Hospital 
at  Stourport-on-Scvern,  the  Mary  Stevens  Maternity  Home" at 
Stourbridge  and  the  Rigby  Hall  Maternity  Home  at  Bromsgrove. 

Treatment  for  cases  of  Tuberculosis  is  provided  in 
sanatoria  at  Bromsgrove,  Knightwick  and  Worcester. 

4. 


5. 


section  b.  (continued ) 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVTGES  FOR  THE  AREA  /CONTINUED 

4-  .Rational  assistance  Act.  1948  (Section  d.7). 

cr<4?^an-p^i04  ?a!  tAkon  by  thc  Council  under  this 
section  of  the  Act  during  thc  year. 


Several  eases  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attenti 
wore  investigated  and  dealt  with  by  infernal  action' 


on 


SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  ARP A 
1.  Water  Sun-ply. 


not  c 


The  circumstances  of  the  water  supply  in  the 

hanged  since  my  last  report.  PP  7  in  tno  district  have 


C] 


nj.y  tnreo  parishes  i-.  thc  district  obtain  nnv  of  thMi. 
water  supply  from  public  mains.  ny  of  thoir 

Part  of  the  parish  of  North  Hallow  is  supplied  with  watc 

from  Worcester  County  Borough.  The  source  of  this  su^lv  if 

thu  River  Severn  and  proved  satisfactory  both  in  cmalitvWrM 
quantity  throughout  the  year.  y  quality  and 


Part  of  thc  parish  cf  Clifton-on  Tome  has 


_  -  J.” WJ. 

supply  from  a  spring  situated  to  th 

1  I  T’^'l  “1  O  ft  ^  ^  -sr»  A  ••  a  J  rv  *  * 


ci  main  water 


m-.  .  _  o  uuaiiuu  bo  inc  WCSt  Of  tf'G  Vi  1  T  Pi  o*r» 

This  supply  proved  sufficient  in  quantity  throughout  the' vear 
The  quality  of  the  water,  shown  by  baotcriological  cxami'natY; 
showed  an  improvement  on  samples  taken  duringlhe  previous  year 

from  m^err^UnD^L?of  C^oil^^a^?in  *  SUpply 


cxc 


The  water  supply  to  thc  remainder  of  thc  distrirt  + 
option. of  a  few  houses  in  Broadwas  and  Abberley  which  hi 
vatc  piped  supplies,  ccmcs  from  Rh-iiinn  wiin  * 


th  the 

.  -  ,  .  ,  - an  oro auwas  ana  iibbcrlev  whi  eh 

private  piped  supplies,  ccmcs  from  shallow  wells  and~"in  manv' 

unsatisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  Of  58  samples 

SSt  «*»•**««  «&  jI  KS* 

carted  to 


be  unsatisfactory.  It  was  necessary  for  water  to  be 
several  premises  during  thc  summer  months. 


An  adequate  water  supply  for  thc  district  must  be  regarded 
as  an  urgent  need  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  proceed 

district  8UPPlyin*  *  PlpCd  supply  ’ 


cl 


sewerage 


sewerage 


o+TheT  £ew  e3werage  scheme  for  the  Rushwick  area  in  the  parish 

is  now  dea?tWwith°s?  ?hVd  dVinS  the  year-  SewaS°  from' this  area 
is  now  dealt  with  at  the  new  sGwa<yc  vmrira  a+ 

Rural  District, 


sewage 


O' - -  ^  -L  < 

works  at  Powiok  in  the  Upton 


Disposal  of  sewage  in  the  village  of  Clifton-on-Tomo  i  = 
land  irrigation.  This  has  recently  caused  some  pollution  of 
small  water  course.  An  adequate  sewage  disposal  plant  is  now 
necessary  for  this  village  po  plin1;  18  now 


by 

a 


5. 


6. 


SECTION  C.  (CONTINUED) . 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA.  (CONTINUED) . 

2  .  Scv/c  r  a  go  (continued.). 

Nuts  an co  from  lack  of  adequate  arrangements  for  sewage 
disposal  still  exist  in  the  Broadheath  area.  A  Ministry  of 
Health  Enquiry  into  this  matter  was  held  early  in  195^. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  water  supply 
and  methods  of  sewage  disposal  in  the  district,  (see  page  b  (a)) 


SECTION  D. 


HOUSING, 

Progress  was  made  in  the  building  of  new  houses  in  the 
district  during  the  year  with  the  result  that  a  number  of  cases 
of  overcrowding  were  relieved.  A  total  of  thirty  two  houses 
wore  built  in  the  district  during  1949^  twenty  one  by  the  Local 
Authority,  eleven  by  other  persons. 


1  n 


need  for  more  houses  in  the  district  is  still  acute 
and  there  are  a  number  of  bad  cases  of  overcrowding' on  the 
waiting  list.  In  addition,  there  are  many  unfit  houses  which 
should  be  dealt  with  by  Demolition  Order.  It  is  hoped  that  it 
•will  be  possible  to  take  action  in  this  matter  whoen  the  housing 
situation  improves. 


The  housing  of  tuberculosis  patients  in  suitable  conditions 
and  the  relief  of  overcrowding  in  tuberculosis  households  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  both  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  well 
being  of  the  patient  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease  to  other  members  of  the  community. 


The  following  table  shows  the  housing  work  carried  out  in 
the  district  during  the  year ,* - 


Number_of_ new  houses  erected  during  the  year*- 


’ll)  By  the  local  authority ... . .  21 

(  ll)  By  other  bodies  or  persons..'..., .  11 


t 


tion  of  .dwell! rig-houses 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts  ) ...  ... . . . 

(b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  (l) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and 

1932.. . . 

(b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation . 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation . . . 


48 

91 


3 

6 

9 


6. 


6  (a  ) 


6  (a) 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2979285x 


7. 

SECTION  D.  (CONTINUED). 

HOUSING. (CONTINUED. ) 

2 .  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices: - 

(l )  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  cfficors .  Nil 

(2  )  Number  of  houses  where  urgent  repairs  carried  out 

by  informal  action .  32 

3 ♦  Action  under  statutory  powers . 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections,  9>  10  ^nd  16  of  the 

Housing  Act)  193& : 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs .  4 

(2  )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners .  2 

(b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners,..  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acte' 

(l )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied . 7 

(2  )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  wore 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  :- 

(a)  By  owners .  6 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners...  Nil 

(c )  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  193& : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made .  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders .  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

undertakings  accepted .  2 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  19 : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made..,.  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit .  Nil 


7. 


8. 


SECTION  D-  (CONTINUED ) . 

HOUSING  (CONTINUED). 

4.  Housing  Act'  1936  -  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding : - 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year . .  . . .  98 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein... .  110 

(iii  )  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein .  552 

(b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year,..' .  7 

(c  )  (i  )  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year, .  17 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases .  99 

(iii  )  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after  being 

previously  relieved .  Nil 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Regular  inspections  of  premises  whore  food  is  prepared, 
stored  and  sold  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the 
year  and  conditions  generally  wore  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

A  detailed  account  of  this  work  is  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  adopt  Byelaws  for 
the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food 
in  the  open  air  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
It  is  hoped  that  those  Byelaws  will  be  brought  into  operation 
as  soon  as  possible. 


9. 

SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
1946  children  can  be  immunised  against  diphtheria,  free  of  cost, 
by  their  own  doctor  or  at  one  of  the  County  Council’s  clinics. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  were 
immunised  during  the  year  in  the  district 


Number  of  children  who 
completed  a  course  of 
primary  immunisation 
in  the  Authority's  area 
during  1949. 

Number  of  children  who 
'were  given  a  secondary 
or  rc-inforcing  inject¬ 
ion  during  the  year. 

Age  at  final 
injection. 

Total. 

Under  14  yoars. 

Under  5 

5-14 

179 

1 

f 

Ill 

1 

153 

21 

No  ease  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Rural  District 
during  the  year. 


Vaccination. 


One  hundred  and  sixteen  persons  received  a  primary 
vaccination  and  ten  were  re-vaccinated  in  the  Rural  District 
during  the  year. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
disease  in  the  district  during  the  year:- 


9. 
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Section  F.  Infectious  Disease . 

me.  Incidence  of  cases  of  Notifiable  .Disease  during  iqzLq  in  shown  in  the  frnin.^,  tw.0 


11. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Now  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1949. 


1 

Age  | 

New 

Pm  C1  1 

'  ‘.vO  *  .  O 

1 

Deaths  x- 

Period 

Pu’dao 

nnrv 

w 

i 

Ncn-Pulm  ona  ry 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  ‘ 

F 

0 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

15 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

45 

1 

2 

1 

55 

1 

* 

65 

and 

upwards 

: 

TOTALS 

1 

4 

.1 

3 

1 

1 

I 

[ 

I 

2 

2 

f 

ii 

1 

1 

1 

Jir  Compiled  from  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
and  Local  Registrar's  Death  Returns. 


Number  of  _Ca ses  of  _Tub e roulosis  on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  the 


year 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Annual 
Totals , 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1947 

29 

26 

14 

16 

85 

1948 

30 

24 

18 

17 

89 

1949 

t 

ro 

CD 

26 

16 

17 

! 

CD 

-n 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gent  1  omen , 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

MARGARET  C.  FELL. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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HARTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
j™?AL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  OFFICER  AND  BUILDING  SURVEYOR. 


Public  Health  Department , 
1,  The  Tything, 

Worcester. 

September,  1950, 


iq  tiic-j  nural  District  Council  of  Hartley . 


Hr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen 


w1  l  !  Pleasure  in  submitting  my  third  annual  report  on 
the  work  of  my  Department  in  relation  to  the  administration 
oi  the  Rural  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1949 

n  ,  ,  ^  "Si"0  instance  I  must  apologise  for  the  somewhat 

sketchy  nature  of  the  report  and  to  the  delay  in  its 
completion  As  will  be  understood  after  reading  the  report 
a  great  deal  oi  work  has  had  to  be  carried  out  in  the 
preliminary  stages  oi  schemes  for  water  suprly  and  sewerage 
ana  tms,  together  with  normal  routine  duties  and  seasonal 
work  due  to  hop-pickers,  campers  etc.,  has  resulted  in  the 
ncglco t  01  records  and  other  clerical  work. 


aga  l 


oosaot  appearing  to  labour  the  point,  I  must 
jiH  cent  ion  of  the  Council  to  the  amount  of 
which  has  to  bo  carried  out  by  your  technical 
affects  seriously  the  efficiency  of  the 


At  tb 

.n  b  X.‘:v-rA  X  h.  C 

clerical  wo 
officers.  This 

department  and  the  supervision  of  outside  work  which  is 
essential  to  the  concrol  of  the  various  undertakings ,  There 
has  oeen  no  reduction  in  the  amount  of  work  which  has  to  be 
done  ou v  ice  1  ormal  wor'i  ir.;/  hours  and,  when  the  various 
schemes^  envisaged  by  the  Council  roach  a  further  stage  this 
work  will  increase  even  more.  It  is  appreciated  that  there 
must  be  a  limit  to  the  number  of  staff  which  can  be  employed 
by  the  council . but  it  is  not  possible  to  carry  out  additional 
duties,  including  bnc  provision  and  maintenance  of  new  works 
in  a  proper  manner  without  some  further  assistance.  The 
increase  in  clerical  work  generally^  and  the  fact  that  your 
technical  ofliccrs  should  be  employed  as  such,  is  the  reason 
for  my  request  that  a  clerk  trhould be  employed  in  this 
Department  and  I  am  certain  that  greater  efficiency  could 
then  be  obtained  from,  and  more  control  exercised  over  the 
working  of  the  various  undertakings.  ' 


regret  to  report  thao  there  has  been  little  improvement 
in  the  housing  position  throughout  the  district,  the  new 
houses  which  have  been  erected  having  relieved  only  a  small 
percentage  of  the  needs  of  the  population.  It  would  appear 
that  some  drastic  action  is  needed  to  cope  with  the  ever 
increasing  housing  list  and  the  number  of  people  living  in 
dangerous  or  insanitary  houses,  but  whether  this  should  take 
the  form  of  providing  prefabricated,  or  even  sub-standard 
dwellings  of  one  type  or  another  is  beyond  the  scope  of  this 
report.  I  can  only  report  tho  desperate  need,  confirm'd  by 
actual  contact  with  the  people,  of  persons  from  all  sections 
cf  the  community  for  a  house  of  their  own  which  provides  some, 
at  least,  cf  the  amenities  necessary  for  a  civilised  existence. 


1. 


An  outline  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  will 
be  found  in  the  appended  report,  which  should  be  road  in 
conjunction  with  that  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In 
addition  to  housing,  the  greatest  need  in  the  District  is  a 
comprehensive  piped  water  supply,  with  the  provision  of 
sewerage  schemes  in  certain  areas,  and  it  is  hoped  that  those 
amonities  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  very  near  future.  The 
general  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  has,  I  think, 
improved,  during  the  year  and  the  absence  of  any  major 
outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  food  poisoning  etc,,  is  an 
i r i d i c at ion  of  this  fact. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  assistance  given  to  me  by  the  whole  of  the  Council's  staff 
and  of  consideration  and  forebearancc  of  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  particular  and  of 
the  Council  in  general. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


A.  L.  PRATT. 


Chief  Sanitary  Officer 
and  Building  Surveyor. 


2. 


1-  TOWH  PLANKING  AND  EUILDIHG  BYELAWS. 


,  ru."ing  the  year  the  Council  continued  to  carry  out  their 
delegated  powers  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  ,  4  t„ 
act  as  agents  for  the  Worcestershire  County  Council  %is 
arrangement  worked  very  smoothly,  in  one  base  only ’was  there 

ard"t;i',''cvC,v°fp?Pini0n  between  the  Council’s  Planning  Committee 
and  tnc  County  Planning  Officer  which  had  to  be  referred  to  tv 
County  Planning  Committee  leiorrca  to  the 


,  r„.,  It"?  ?-;1':'ocr  of'  applications  to  develop  increased  during  the 
yea.  o..,v.  this  caused  more  visits  and  clerical  work  The  g 

accc-^oyhighfavrmbnirTf  applioations  for  permission  to  make 
acu"J  "°  highways,  build  garages,  erect  farm  building  r+n 

are  an  ennoyancc  to  the  public  and,  although  dealt  with  inV  ’ 

™b-irb necessitate  just  as  much  clerical  work  as  the 
m o w  . l i ay >j  o an t  app lications, 

an-’  ^de?  th0  Town  "nd  Country  Planning  Act 

2  'L;  it1  "L?G  B^llciing  Byelaws  were  reported  during  the  rar 
ond  t.irce-L. tanning  Enforcement  Notices  were  issued  all  of  which 

of?h°CTP^Cd  T^h"  determination  was  made  under  Section  1? 
oi  trn,  down  nd  Count  ry  Planning  Act, 

!f;!y„S?c  np??^X  t°  thc  Ministry  of  Town  and  Country  Planning 
-  ■  "  iih^.  refusal  by  your  Planning  Committee  to  permit  ° 


was  mao/; 


site.  An  informal 


w^il1  5elTt,inS  t°  a  Mnr-n  — **u  iuiumw 

yian?  art  d  Of  U inspector  Of  the  Ministry  of  Town  and 

fo-  c=ravb=“:Ln8art  T  WHS  dcoidcd  t0  »How  the  site  to  be  used 
:  .  0  u;1  r-ons  were  imposed,  however,  which  were 

pi-^tic.u  ay  un.i/orkao.tc  by  thc  applicant  md  by  this  Authority. 


:T£n4jdu^’Tcns  to  Develop . 


Brought  forward  from  1948 


Re 


e  vj  1 


1  mi 


U,  ILj 


-949 


Plans  for  new 
construction. 

5 

176 


Change  of  use  of 
land  and  buildings 

3 

18 


Total  applications 


.81 


21 


Plans  for  new 
construction. 

Change  of  use  of 
land  and  building 

Applications  approved 

Applications  approved 

142 

■ - — - - - - — — - ri 

10 

in  principle 

22 

2 

Temporary  Buildings 

30 

. 

Applications  postponed 

2 

2 

Applications  referred  back 

3 

1 

Applications  refused 

10 

7 

Applications  outstanding 

3 

1 
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1.  TOWN  PLANNING  AMD  BUILDING  BYELAWS.  (CONTINUED). 


Building;  Byelaws. 

Brought  forward  from  1948  3 

Received  during  1949  6 5 

68 


Applications  approved  67 
Applications  refused  1 
Outstanding  - 

68 


2.  HOUSING. 


A.  Building  Licensing. 

The  functions  delegated  to  Local  Authorities  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  cont  inuod  to  be  carried  out  by  this 
department  on  the  same  lines  as  the  previous  year.  The 
continuance  of  the  "Free  Allowance”  of  £100,  per  house  for 
repairs  reduced  the  number  of  applications  considerably  but 
visits  had  to  be  paid  in  each  ease  before  the  application 
was  granted  and  during  the  carrying  out  of  the  work. 

The  Council's  allocation  of  houses  was  71  and  licences 
were  issued  for  private  houses  in  the  ratio  laid  down  by  the 
Ministry.  In  addition  4  applications  for  assistance  under  the 
Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Acts  ("Subsidy  House")  were 
approved.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  licences  issued: 


New  houses 

Conversions  and  additional 
accommodation 

House  repairs  (over  £100) 

Other  repairs 


Number  of 

Amount 

Licences . 

£. 

14 

22,645 

16 

10,910 

44 

15,009 

7 

2,479 

81  51,043 
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2.  HOUSING.  (CONTINUED). 


B.  Hp-using. 

The  general  standard  of  the  older  typo  of  dwellinghon.se  in 
the  district  continues  to  deteriorate  duo  to  the  fact  that  owners 
arc  not  inclined  to  carry  out  extensive  repairs  as  they  consider 
the  present  rents  to  be  uneconomic  compared  with  the  high  cost 
of  building  work.  The  policy  of  keeping  houses  of  a  poor 
quality  in  a  condition  just  fit  for  occupation  by  remedying 
urgent  defects  has  been  continued,,  but  this  is  only  possible 
where  no  Demolition  Order  has  been  served.  Houses  on  -which 
Demolition  Orders  have  been  served  and  which  arc  licensed  for 
occupation  present  a  problem  as  their  condition  in  all  cases 
is  very  poor  and  the  owners  will  not  spend  money  on  them  knowing 
that  they  may  be  demolished  at  any  time.  The  only  remedy  in 
such  eases  is  the  re— house  the  tenants  and  this  is  a  very  urgent 
matter  which  should  receive  the  Council’s  consideration. 

ihc  Housing  Act,  1949,  promises  tc  be  of  great  assistance 
in  improving  the  amenities  and  inducing  the  owners  of  houses 
which  arc  structurally  sound  to  keep  them  in  a  proper  state  of 
repair.  No  applications  under  this'  Act  have  been  received  as 
yet  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  give  favourable 
consideration  tc  all  applications  which  comply  with  the  conditions 
contained  in  the  Act. 


Greater  co-cpcraticn  between  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  the  Housing  Committee  regarding  the  allocation  of  Council 
houses  to  persons  requiring  urgent  rc-hcusing  for  health  reasons 
was  obtained  during  the  year  under  review.  The  Housing 
Committee  re-housed  8  families  in  this  category  and  it  is  hoped 
that  an  even  greater  number  will  be  re-housed  next  year. 


There  would  appear  tc  be  a  growing  tendency  for  young 
married  couples,  who  are  unable  to  obtain  a  house  of  any  sort, 
to  buy  a  caravan  and  use  it  for  permanent  occupation  and  four 
permissions  for  this  type  of  dwelling  were  issued  during  the 
year.  It  is  difficult  to  find  sites  with  proper  amenities  for 
this  type  of  development  and  if  such  sites  wero  available  it  is 
possible  that  many  more  applications  would  be  received  and  this 
might  reduce  temporarily  the  Council’s  housing  list.  In  my 
opinion  the  Council  would  be  advised  to  buy  land  for  this  purpos 
provide  the  necessary  amenities,  and  use  the  sites  for  both 
permanent  and  holiday  caravans. 


C.  Shack  Development. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Council  a  report  was  prepared 
cn  shack  development  in  the  district.  The  area  is  not  free 
from  this  type  of  welling  but  does  not  contain  as  great  a  number 
of  these  dwellings  as  can  be  found  in  ether  parts  of  the  County. 
Throughout  the  district  76  shacks  arc  permanently  occupied  and 
200  vans,  sheds  etc.,  are  used  for  weekend  and  holiday  occupation; 
in  no  case  dees  the  density  exceed  20  per  acre.  The  greatest 
problem  is  in  the  disposal  of  drainage  and  refuse  as  the  Council 
arc  unable  tc  bear  the  cost  of  making  regular  collections  from 
the  many  sites  in  use.  The  Council’s  Byelaws  for  controlling 
this  type  cf  development  are  out-of-date  and  it  was  agreed  to 
adopt  new  Byelaws  similar  to  Model  XVII  issued  by  the  Ministry 
cf  Hcaluh. 
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2.  HOUSING.  (CONTINUED) . 


D .  Housing  of  Tuberculosis  Oases . 

An  investigation  into  this  question  was  carried  out 
during  the  year  and  any  cases  which  were  overcrowded  or  badly 
housed  wore  added  to  the  urgent  housing  list  and  forwarded  to 
the  Housing  Committee. 

There  are  87  eases  of  tuberculosis  on  tho  register  of 
which  14  are  at  present  living  in  Council  houses  and  during 
tho  year  one  case  was  re-housed  in  a  Council  house. 

The  need  for  good  housing  of  Tuberculosis  cases  is 
mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer. 

Details  of  the  action  taken  and  inspections  made  under 
the  various  Housing  Acts  have  been  included  in  the  report  of 
the  Medical  Officer, 


3 .  DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL . 


A,  Hqu  s  0  Dr  a i na  go . 


Tho  usual  supervision  has  been  exercised  over  all  new 
house  'irainagc  schemes,  especially  where  septic  tanks  have 
been  installed.  In  some  eases  great  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  disposing  of  the  effluent  from  septic  tanks 

owing  to 


ng 
ditch 

m 


0. 

a  vi ' 


danger 


from 


arris 


of  cattle  from  T.T.  herds  drinking  _ 

-  into  which  the  effluent  was  discharged. 

The  obvious  solution  to  this  problem  is  to  provide  piped  water 
to  farms  w .  ro  T.T.  milk  is  produced. 


aousos  connected  to  public  sewers, 


During  the  year  37  septic  tank  schemes  were  installed  and 

the  majority  of  which  wore 
e  Parish  of  Rush wick.  In  all  cases  the  drains  were 
Rush wick  49  septic  tanks  were  emptied  by  the 
Council  after  the  houses  were  connected  to  the  sower.  In 
addition  the  septic  tanks  to  3  small  housing  sites  were  emptied. 


79 

situated  in 
tested  and 


-u  V. 

oil 

1.  0 


B.  Sanitary  Conveniences. 


The  following  conversions 
carried  cut:  — 


and  additions  have  been 


Privy  middens  to  pail  closets 
Pail  closets  to  W.C’s. 

Ad ditional  and  n c  w  W . C ’ e . 


15 

20 

4 


C ,  Sewerage  -and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Rushv/ieV  . 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  installation  of  the 
Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  to  this  Parish  was  completed  during  the 
year;  it  is  many  years  since  this  Scheme  was  inaugurated  and 
the  need  for  it  has  incrc  iscd  with  time.  67  houses  were 
connected  to  the  sewer  during  the  year  and  this  has  relieved 
the  insanitary  conditions  in  this  area  which  have  been  troubling 
the  Council  for  many  years. 
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3..  DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL,  ('CONTINUED ) 
C.  Sewera,gg_  and  Sewage  Disposal.  (Continued) 

Rushwlok. ( Continued ) 


The  Scheme 
Contract o  r s  an d 
experienced  is 
which  causes  an 
tends  to  reduce 
ob  et ructions . 


q  «  _  i  i  s  t  manner  by  the 

is  working  very  well;  the  only  trouble  being 
^u^  to  the. absence  of  a  piped  water  supnly 

I?Cr7^se  fn  strength  of  the  sewage  and 
flow  in  the  pip  as  causing  slight 


the 


North  Hallow. 


Certain  improvements  to  the  Disposal  Works  wore  carried 

dhi'J;rf  N°  Kar  in  an  att0“Pt  to  improve  the  quality  of 
the  uf fluent.  Th^sc  works  included  the  fitting  of  new  dn^ino- 

!SSSam^0r  Tm3>  and  thC  i^ovoaent^f  existing * 

noticeable  but  the  lack  of  sufficient  elS^  L  in  is 

Hampering  the  production  of  a  satisfactory  effluent. 


One  small  extension  was 
th^  proposed  major  extension 
with  owing  to  the  cost. 


made  in  the  sewerage  system  but 
to  Hallow  Mount  was  not  proceeded 


Great  ThtJ.cy. 


An 

c  arr i . d 
where  it 
tanks . 


extension  of  6 
out  during  the 
was  impossibl 


sewer  for  a  distance  of  283  yards  was 
y^-^r  in  order  to  drain  certain  premises 
e  to  dispose  of  the  effluent  from  septic 


and 

buil 

this 


^ The  Disposal  Plant,  as  previously 
nc-^as  replacing  with  an  up-to-date 
^.morc  Council  houses  on  the  lino 
is  done  the  aorks  will  hive  to  be 


reported, 
system . 
of  the  sew 
improved 


is  unsatisfactory 
It  is  proposed  to 
or  and  before 
and  enlarged. 


Broadheath . 


p  .  ^hc  usual  complaints  have  been  received  in  one  area  of  this 
-„ri sh  regarding  nuisances  caused  by  untreated  sewage  bcin°- 
into, ponds  and  ditches.  I  was  instructed  by  the 
ouncil. to  prepare  a  small  Disposal  Scheme  to  include  the 

andSth^nf^rSthe°sA>  th?  dr^naSc  l6  new  Council  Houses 

Mini  ctrar  * f  0l: 4,4. 11118  schrmc  'v7as  submitted  to  the 

t  ^  ,v,  ~  '  .7'^'“  jX^  but,  after  a  visit  by  an  Engineering 

Inspector,  it  was  turned  down  and  the  Council  were  advised  to 
prepare  a  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  covering  the  whole  Parish 
This  scheme  has  now  been  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineer  and  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  g 
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3,  PR A.TNAG5 .  SEWERADE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.  (CONTINUED) 
So  we  rage  ar.d  Sewage  Disposal ,  (Continued) 


Clift-  o  ii-o  n  -T  on:  e , 

The  Snorcased  amount  cf  sewage  new  having  to  he  treated 
on  th  ■  ■  -  rrigci  hi  on  field,  and  the  length  of  time  during  which 
the  licit  has  been  in  use  for  this  purpose,  has  caused  the 
effluent  to  pollute  a  stream  and  pond  on  adjoining  land.  The 
stream  and  pond  arc  used  for  cattle  watering  and  the  occupier 
of  the  field  has  complained  to  the  Council  regarding  their 
pollution,  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Council  to  prepare 
an  Outline  Scheme  for  the  construction  of  proper  Disposal 
Works  on  this  site. 


Marti ov „ 

A  small  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for 
private  houses  in  the  Jury  Lane  area,  County  Council  flats, 
School  Kitchen,  and  Depots  and  the  flats  and  Depots  owned  by 
this  Council  has  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  The  County  Council  have  agreed  to  pay  part  of  the 
cost  of  this  scheme  which,  when  installed,  should  prevent 
further  pollution  of  the  water  supplies  in  this  area  and  also 
abate  nuisances  being  caused  by  the  disposal  of  nightsoil  on 
gardens,  c to. 


4.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Private  Suppl 


As  shown  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer,  58  samples 
of  wat.a r  from,  private  sources  wore  examined  by  the  Analyst  who 
reported  that  33  were  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  Where 
possible  wells  wore  treated  in  an  attempt  to  improve  their 
quality  and  in  Q  eases  subsequent  samples  were  shewn  to  be 
satisfactory.  Included  in  the  33  unfit  samples  were  several 
taken  from  proposed  alternative  supplies  required  for  use 
during  the  drought  either  for  domestic  consumption  or  dairying 
purposes „  It  is  impossible  to  close  some  of  the  unfit  wells 
as  they  are  the  only  source  of  sup.-,  ly  to  isolated  premises  and, 
in  such  cases,  the  occupants  arc  advised  to  boil  all  water 
used  for  domestic  consumption.  The  need  for  a  piped  water 
supply  throughout  the  district  is  obvious  when  these  figures, 
and  those  in  previous  reports,  arc  studied. 


It  was  thought  that,  owing  to  the  absence  cf  snow  and 
heavy  rains  during  the  winter  months  and  the  dry  summer  months, 
a  general  shortage  cf  water  would  occur  and  steps  were  taken 
tc  organise  an  emergency  supply  should  this  be  necessary.  Some 
water  had  to  be  carted  but  the  quantity  was  much  less  than 
anticipated;  the  intelligent  conservation  of  supplies  by 
occupiers  and  their  willingness  to  share  water  with  neighbours 
were  the  main  factors  in  reducing  the  amount  cf  water  which 
had  to  bo  carted. 
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4.  WATER  SUPPLIES.  (CONTINUED ) 


Public  Stri-rlios. 

Details  of  the  number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  mains 
are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer.  No  extensions, 
or  alterations,  to  these  supplies  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  need  for  piped  water  throughout  the  district  is  still 
urgent  and  is  causing  difficulty  in  the  Council's  Housing 
Programme  as  well  as  affecting  various  aspects  of  agriculture. 

The  skeleton  scheme  for  supplying  all  Parishes  north  of  th< 
River  Tome  which  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
1948  was  deferred  and  finally  rejected  as  being  too  expensive. 
Various  schemes  on  a  smaller  scale  were  considered,  including 
one  centred  at  Hartley  and  another  for  obtaining  water  from  the 
City  of  Worcester  for  the  central  area  of  the  district.  The 
Council's  Consulting  Engineer  was  instructed  to  prepare  details 
of  the  latter  scheme  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Worcestershire  County  Council  also  proposed  that,  for 
the  northern  part  of  the  district,  a  Joint  Scheme  with  Tenbury 
R.D.C.  should  be  considered,  the  water  to  be  obtained  from  the 
Elan  Aqueduct  supplying  Birmingham  Corporation.  A  joint 
meeting  with  the  County  Council  and  Tenbury  R.D.C,  was  held 
but  after  consideration  it  was  decided  that  it  would  be  too 
expensive,  and  difficult  from  an  engineering  aspect,  to  carry 
out  this  scheme. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  Inspector  carrying 
out  a  survey  of  the  Midlands  Area  visited  the  Council  regarding 
existing  and  proposed  schemes  of  water  supply;; no  report  has 
yet  been  received  from  the  Ministry  regarding  this  visit. 


A .  Cljf ton-o n-Teme . 

The  quantity  of  water  pumped  during  the  year  for  use  in 
this  Parish  was  2, 341 >2 00  gallons  as  compared  with  2,468,200 
gallons  in  1948. 

The  spring  forming  the  source  of  the  supply  proved 
adequate  and  no  complaints  as  to  shortage  were  received.  The 
rising  main  is  very  old  and  its  condition  is  causing  grave 
concern;  in  an  endeavour  to  dispense  with  this  main  and  to 
reduce  pumping  costs  an  investigation  v/as  made  by  a  geologist 
to  find  an  alternative  source  nearer  to  the  village.  After 
a  detailed  survey  had  been  made  no  satisfactory  source  could 
be  found  and  the  proposal  had  to  bo  ababdonod.  It  was  decided, 
however,  to  explore  the  possibility  of  using  electricity  at 
the  Pumping  Station  in  an  attempt  to  reduce  labour  costs. 


B.  North  Hallow. 

The  mains  and  supply  to  a  part  of  this  Parish  arc 
controlled  by  the  City  of  Worcester.  A  small  number  cf  premises 
were  connected  to  the  mains  during  the  year.  The  maximum  of 
96,000  gallons  per  week  was  exceeded  but  no  curtailment  of  the 
water  supply  was  imposed. 


9. 


4.  WATER  SUPPLIES.  (CONTINUED) 


C ,  Great  Wit ley. 

Complaints  having  been  received  regarding  water  shortage 
at  the  School  and,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  spring  supply  to 
the  existing  Council  houses  is  unsatisfactory,  I  was 
instructed  to  prepared  s  scheme  for  sinking  a  borehole  to 
supply  these  premises  and  such  new  Council  houses  as  would  be 
erected  in  this  area. 


D.  Mart ley . 

Samples  of  water  from  private  wells  in  the  Jury  Lane  area 
show  that  general  pollution  is  present  and,  as  the  v/ells  are 
shallow,  it  is  thought  that  the  drain^e  disposal  arrangements 
arc  causing  this  pollution.  It  is  proposed  to  install  a 
sewerage  scheme  in  this  area  and  I  have  been  instructed  to 
investigate  the  possibility  of  supplying  a  piped  supply  of 
water  from  the  existing  borehole  on  the  adjoining  Council 
Housing  Site. 


5.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE. 


A.  Refuse  Collection. 

The  scheme  for  regular  fortnightly  collection  in  six 
Parishes,  at  two  monthly  intervals  in  17  Parishes  and  at 
3  monthly  intervals  in  4  Parishes,  was  continued  during  the 
current  year.  The  regular  collection  scheme  was  maintained 
but  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  remainder  of  the  area 
duo  to  lack  of  reserves  of  labour  and  transport.  The  position 
became  acute  when  nearly  half  the  men  were  away  through 
illness  at  the  same  time  and  also  when  it  was  necessary  to 
use  some  of  the  transport  for  carting  water. 


B.  Refuse  Storage, 


The  scheme  for  supplying  dust  bins  to  the  public  at  cost 
price  plus  a  small  delivery  charge  was  continued  but  some 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  settlement  of  accounts 
for  such  bins.  The  Council  decided  to  allow  bins  to  be 
carried  on  the  vehicles  and  sold  for  cash,  and  whilst  I  am  not 
in  favour  of  this  system,  I  must  admit  that  it  has  increased 
the  provision  of  proper  dust  bins  in  the  area.  During  the  year 
117  bins  were  sold  as  compared  with  47  bins  in  1948. 


G.  Refuse  Disposal. 

One  new  refuse  tip  was  started  during  the  year  and  one 
small  tip  filled.  Controlled  tipping  was  practised  as  far  as 
possible  with  the  limited  labour  and  financial  resources  at  my 
disposal.  No  complaints  have  been  received  regarding  nuisances 
or  infestation  from  the  tips. 

Some  of  the  larger  tips  arc  now  nearing  completion  and 
difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  finding  suitable  sites 
which  will  not  be  offensive  and  yet  will  give  easy  access 
from  the  hi gh way . 
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5.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE.  (CONTINUED) 


D.  Salvage . 

The  sales  from  salvage  fell  below  expectations  this  year 
owing  to  the  reduced  demands  of  manufacturers  and  to  the 
lower  prices  paid  for  the  salvaged  materials.  There  was 
little  sale  for  salvaged  bottles,  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  the  pulping  mills  would  not  take  waste  paper  at  any  price 
The  collection  of  waste  paper,  however,  was  continued  as  it  wa 
thought  that  the  public  would  lose  the  habit  of  saving  the 
paper  and  that,  when  the  demand  for  it  returned,  the  quantity 
to  be  collected  would  bo  uneconomical.  The  paper  collected 
was  kept  in  store  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  sold  in 
the  near  future. 

Despite  the  usual  publicity  the  quantity  of  salvage  saved 
by  the  public  is  still  very  small;  with  a  little  trouble  on 
the  part  of  householders,  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  cost 
of  collection  could  be  made  by  tho  sale  of  salvaged  material. 


The  following  quantities 
the  year • - 

Waste  paper,  all  grades  - 
Bottles,  all  grades  - 
Scrap  Metal,  all  grades  - 


of  salvage  were  sold  during 


23 

tons  3 

cwts . 

£101. 

3. 

0. 

413 

dozen . 

13. 

9. 

0. 

5 

tons  3 

cwts . 

10. 

7. 

0. 

£124.19.  0, 


6.  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Regular  inspections  of  promises  where  food  is  prepared, 
stored  or  sold  wore  carried  out  as  a  matter  of  routine  and, 
generally  speaking,  the  condition  of  those  premises  was 
satisfactory.  In  several  cases  advice  had  to  be  given  on 
improvement  in  hygiene  but  no  legal  enforcement  was  necessary. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

Meat  consumed  in  this  area  is  slaughtered  and  inspected 
at  the  Worcester  Abbatoir  which  is  supervised  by  the  Worcester 
City  Authority,  No  complaints  regarding  the  condition  of  moat 
allocated  to  this  area  were  received  during  the  year. 


11. 


6.  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD.  (CONTINUED) 


Ice-Cream . 

Number  of  Licences  to  retail  ice-cream  “  14 

Number  of  Licences  to  manufacture  ice-cream  -  2 


Eighteen  routine  samples  were  taken  from  manufacturers 
and  retailers  of  icc-crcam  during  the  year  and  the  results 
were  as  follows 


Grade  1  -  12 . 

2-1. 

3-5. 

4  -  Nil. 


The  premises  and  methods  of  one  manufacturer  were 
considered  unsatisfactory  and  he  was  ordered  to  re-cquip  his 
premises  with  modern  appliances.  Before  this  could  be  done, 
however,  the  business  was  sold  and  the  new  owner  completely 
re-built,  rc-cquippcd  and  re-organised  the  premises  to  a 
satisfactory  standard. 

In  all  other  cases  the  premises  and  methods  of  production 
were  satisfactory  and  no  action  had  to  be  taken. 


Milk  Production. 


The  Licensing  and  sampling  of  designated  milks  continued 
to  bo  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  and  the  closest 
co-operation  existed  between  myself  and  the  County  Sanitary 
Officer  regarding  the  improvement  of  premises. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 s  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  October  and  the  duties  relating  to  the 
production  and  handling  of  milk  on  the  farm  were  transferred 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  The  duties  remaining  with  the 
Local  Authority  arc  concerned  mainly  with  the  distribution  of 
milk  and  the  control  of  premises  used  as  dairies  other  than 
those  on  dairy  farms. 


Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration. 

The  responsibility  for  this  work  rests  with  the 
Worcestershire  County  Council. 

7.  SUPERVISION  OF  WORK  PLACES. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  under 
this  heading i- 

Registered.  Inspections,  Defects. 


Found.  Remedied. 

Factories  with  power 

25 

30 

2  2 

Factories  without  power 

5 

5 

1  1 

Total 

30 

35 

3  3 

12. 


8.  MISCELLANEOUS. 


A .  Camps  and  Mp veablc  Dwellings . 

All  camping  sites  and  sites  for  moveable  dwellings  were 
inspected  regularly  throughout  the  year,  especially  during  the 
summer  months.  Generally  the  conditions  found  were  satisfactory 
but,  on  occasions,  informal  action  was  required  to  remedy 
insanitary  conditions  and  prohibit  overcrowding  of  the  sites. 

Reference  has  been  made  elsewhere  in  this  report  to  the 
question  of  shacks  and  to  caravans  used  for  permanent  occupation. 

No  new  camping  sites  were  licensed  during  the  year  but  I 
should  like  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  the  advisability 
of  providing  sites  for  holiday  use  as  by  this  means  stricter 
control  could  be  exercised  over  the  running  of  the  camps  and 
proper  amenities  could  be  provided. 


B.  Hop  Pickers  Accommodation. 

A  copy  of  the  report  on  the  housing  of  hop  pickers  which 
was  prepared  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  myself  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Committee  is  attached  to  this  report. 


C .  Petrel  Supplies. 

I  have  continued  to  be  responsible  for  the  Council’s  bulk 
supplies  of  petrol.  The  total  amount  used  by  lorries  and  plant 
during  the  year  was  2189  gallons,  and  details  of  the  use  of  this 
fuel  arc  contained  in  the  monthly  returns  to  the  Ministry  of 
Fuel  and  Power. 


D.  Petroleum  Act,  1928. 

The  total  number  of  storage  licences  issued  during  the 
year  was  \6 ,  the  gallonago  involved  being  36,110. 

Six  new  licences  were  issued  and  the  siting  and  construction 
of  the  storage  tanks  was  carried  out  under  my  supervision, 

E ,  Rodent  Cent re 1 . 

The  powers  delegated  to  the  Council  by  the  County  Council 
under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919*  were  carried  out 
in  accordance  with  directions  contained  in  the  Infestation  Order, 
1943.  The  scheme  whereby  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  ga/ve  a 
consolidated  grant  of  of  the  net  approved  expenditure  on  all 

but  business  premises  was  continued  and  the  Council  also  decided 
to  make  a  nominal  charge  of  2/6  per  hour  for  work  carried  out  to 
private  dwellings  and  to  charge  at  cost  price  any  work  carried 
out  to  business  premises.  The  Council’s  sewers  and  refuse  tips 
received  attention  at  regular  intervals  and  no  complaints  were 
received  as  to  infestation  from  any  of  these  premises. 

The  Rodent  Operator  was  absent  through  illness  for  one 

month  during  the  year  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  number  of 
treatments  carried  out,  which  were  as  follows 


Typo  cf  Premises.  Treatments . 


1,  Private  dwellings  79 

2,  Business  premises  21 

3,  Local  Authority  sewers  6 

4,  Local  Authority  Refuse  Tips  10 

5,  Various  other  premises  21 


Total 

13. 


137 
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HARTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Accommola  Gion  for  Hop-Pjck^-s 

Report  for  1°I|.C 


Hop-picking  commenced  somc-wha 
arriving  a  t  nine  farms  luring  the 
growers  were  picking  luring  the  fi 
weather  was  exceptionally  good  ana 
crop,  resulted  in  a  short  season. 


t  earlier  this  season,  pickers 
last  week  in  August,  and  most 
rst  ve-k  in  September,  The 
this,  together  with  the  light 


Pickers  were  housed  on  l\.b  farms  and  the  total  number  in  the 
District,  according  to  the  Food  0  .’fice  returns,  ms  5,c37,  of  which 
310  were  children  -under  the  age  of  5  years.  This  is  an  increase 
of  639  on  the  number  for  I.948 , 


The  prosecution  of  parents  who  brought  their  children  hop¬ 
picking  last  year  does  not  app’.urto  have  deterred  them  as,  from 
our  observations  and  from  the  above  figures,  the  school  children 
apparel  to  be  as  numerous  as  ever.  In  addition  more  pickers 
were  transported  daily  from  neighbouring  towns  such  as  Worcester, 
Malvern,  Evesham  etc  ,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  total 
number  of  pickers  employed  approached  6,500, 

No  new  hop-picking  machines  were  installed  on  farms  in  this 
ara  during  the  yiear ;  hop- growers  appear  to  be  waiting  until 
the  H  t-'-* taing  troubl.  s"  are  over  before  changing  to  mechanical 
picking.  Several  growers  have  informed  us  that  they  are 
preparing  to  ins  ca  1  ma  chin's  n~xt  year  if  improvements  are  made 
and  the  cost  is  reasonable. 

Not  one  case  of  infectious  dis~a.se  was  reported  amongst 
the  pickers  and  we  think  tha t  this  must  be  a  record.  Owing  to 
the  exceptionally  warm,  dry  weather,  the  usual  cases  of 
pneumonia  amongst  the  small,  children  were  also  absent  and  only 
the  accident  cas's  necessitated  hospital  treatment. 

No  new  barracks  were  erected  during  the  year  and  we  have 
not  pressed  for  such  provisions  or  for  any  major  structural 
alterations.  In  our  opinion  it  would  be  'unfair  to  ask  for  any 
work  to  be  carried  out  to  buildings  which  would  become  r?dundent 
if  a  machine  were  installed  ip.  the  near  future;  barracks  are- 
used  from  4  to  6  weeks  only  during  the  year  and  heavy  expenditure 
at  the  present  time  would  be  strongly  opposed  by  all  growers 
except  those  who  intend  housing  fruit  pickers. 

The  condition  of  the  living  quarters  was  reasonably  good 
on  the  whole,  scavenging  being  improved  im  many  places  and 
privacy  in  the  sle*ping  quarters  at  others.  Our  strongest 
criticism  is  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  on  several  farms; 
this  did  not  receive  adequate  atcontion  and  was  badly  planned 
and  constructed. 


were  as  follows:- 


0) 

(2) 

(3) 


(4) 

(5) 


The  major  defects  found 
Shelsley ^Kings?r  SUPPly  t0  field  bai,racks’  Pardhouee , 
Teme°f  unsuitable  Gliding  at  Homme  Castle,  Clifton-on- 

Use  of  premises  previously  declared  unfit  and  closed  at 

(a)  White  House,  Suckley  and 
(b;  Hill  Farm,  Leigh. 

Inaoequate  sanitary  accommodation.  White  House,  Suckley. 
ShelslfyfriVaCy  a°d  n°  S0gregatlon  of  sexes,  Courthouse, 


closed  LSUggeSt  Wat  the  barns  at  Homme  Castle  should  be 

be  taken  wi?hT!f8‘r  f°r  h°P-P^rS;  that  similar  action 

and  Hill  perm-  that  HAT  unsuibable  buildings  at  White  House 

of  this  riopioi  owners  the  premises  be  notified 

provisional?  ?hPvTalaHly  to  allow  them  to  =«ake  other 
* uv is  ions  If  they  deem  it  necessary. 

One  builo. ins  at  Nor t  h i  n  gt  nirm  -i  +.  3 

pickers,  was  destroyed  hv  fir?  +  *  S?ijQ  to  accommodate ' 

returned  home?  y  two  da^s  a^er  the  pickers  had 

oauseCaIyW?9aIOclIc4nP9^eti0f  We  '"ater  sup''ly  did  not 

for  the  need!  of ?S,  2k  °f  fa™s  hnvlng  sufficient 

with  a  small  quantity  ?of  HrinkinswatHWH  Lulsley  was  supplied 

■y  ci  c  imping  mater  on  one  occasion. 

twoWisiim  theHisHlH  t°f  the  Ministry  of  Health 

The  first  v?^?t1Ct  t0  ^nsP0ct  th^  pickers  accom- 

mhbsfrkh  bad  been  ca^ied  luWand  thlef°re  W°rl<  to 

isItlh^To^ty^eo^L^^LL-L8 

impression  that  hnth  NBS 

found.  Several  su^eJt  illWf  orH  .1SStisf^ ied  with  the  conditions 
these  will  be  borneAn  mind  next’  44°^  S  Were  raade  snd 


paid 
modat ion , 


second  was  on  the 
season.  On  the  second 
present  and  we  formed  the 


The 
this  may 


nursing 


_  arrangements 

. .  -  have  been  due 

illness  among  the  pickers 


,  worked  smoothly  again  this  year  - 

o  e  fact  that  there  was  very  little 


the  PalLehesn4|eIlLPL°FluclLvtb\C0ULty  °°Uncil  *<«*<*  in 

and  Leigh.  The  Roman  CathSucVi^?^^1^'  Lulsl0M,  Loddenbam 
provided  nursing  services  to  ,  ,1^sslon>anb  the  Salvation  Army 
Mo  difficulties'were  H  farma  ln  tbe  Chelsley  area. 

L  ?„ ^  Bnl  area  and  the  growers 

one  nein  o-iv^n  Ktt  +  1 -  _  __  .  - 


were  all 
nurses . 


grateful  for  the  belo 


given  by  these  organisat ions  and 


is  th^onlToSe^i^whior^nrLeMnt  are  situated  nine  farms, 
meats  could  be  made.  No  sneII?Tc  !  F  the  nursin8'  arrange- 
the  District  Nurse  Pives  all  t Ha  fcheme  ls  ln  operation  but 

restricted  by  .the  tfmlanl htuL  SV*'  Can’  bUt  this  18 

nature  of  her  ordinary  duties. 


Wbils 
inspection 
duties  whi 
the  higher 
three  year 
being  empl 
both  to  th 
the  better 
absence  of 
is  an  enco 


t  it  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  out  as  many 
s  of  barracks  as  in  previous  years  owing  to  other 
ch  could  not  be  postponed,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
standard  of  cleanliness  obtained  during  the  past 
s  has  been  maintained.  Slowly  the  type  of  picker 
oyed  is  becoming  better,  this  being  due,  we  think, 
e  general  raising  of  the  standard  of  living  and  to 
quarters  which  are  offered  by  the  growers.  The 
infectious  disease  and  of  complaints  of  "infestation” 
uraging  sign  which  we  hope  will  be  repeated  next  year. 


Margaret  C.  Pell, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
A.  L.  Pratt, 

Chief  Sanitary  Officer. 


October,  1 949 
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